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	What is a Wetland?
	Wetlands — areas with water usually present either above or just below the surface of the soil — are home to a huge diversity of plant and animal life, often collectively referred to as wetland species. The most common wetland species of animals include many types of snakes, turtles, lizards, frogs, toads, salamanders and insects. Mammals such as beavers are common, as are many types of birds, including various species of ducks, geese and songbirds. The most common plant species in wetlands include cattails, water lilies and many types of reed grasses.

	
	Wetlands can take on a number of different forms, including swamps, bogs, marshes and floodplains, and they are found on every continent except Antarctica.

	What is a Swamp?
	A swamp is similar to a lake but it is much shallower. Swamps are covered with water, but this water is shallow enough to allow plants to grow, reaching the surface.  Swamps are generally dominated by water tolerant trees.

	
	Swamps typically have very low elevation and the water is usually slow-moving. 

	What is a Marsh?
	Marshes are similar to swamps, but instead of trees they are dominated by grasses and reeds. They are generally rich with life, harboring many kinds of frogs, turtles, fish, and bird life.

	
	A marsh can be salt or fresh water, and often has large spaces of open water which are heavily colonized by birds.

	What is a Bog?
	A bog is a type of wetland characterized by a thick mat of partially decomposed plant material and highly acidic water. Bogs have also been useful for humans for thousands of years, providing a source of fuel in the form of peat and food in the form of berries which grow on bog shrubs such as cranberries.  Generally, bogs have poor drainage and no supply of fresh water other than rain.

	
	A wide range of plant and animal species are adapted for bog living, including some lichens, turtles, berries, and carnivorous plants. Bog environments are also valuable because they can prevent flooding by acting as a buffer zone.
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