SOL 5.6:  Create and interpret a model of the ocean floor and label and describe each of the major features
Teacher tips:

Make a booklet about the features seen on the ocean floor.

Use the 3 sheets of colorful 8 1/2 by 11” paper to create a bound book.  For directions on making a bound book, see one of Dinah Zike’s books within the building.

Glue the design at right on the cover of the booklet.

To create each page, use descriptions from the rectangles attached and have students write details to explain the concepts from the Curriculum Framework, p. 18.

Students can add extra drawing and facts to each page of the booklet as well.
Our Field Trip Across the Ocean Floor

By: ________________
	
	


SOL 5.6:  Create and interpret a model of the ocean floor and label and describe each of the major features
Welcome to the fascinating ocean floor!During our trip across the ocean floor you will see many landforms that you see on land such as mountains, valleys, hills and plains but you will also see some 

landforms that are different. So get ready and let’s explore the floor of the ocean!
The first stop on our trip is the part of the ocean floor that begins at the 

shoreline and gently slopes 

underwater called the continental shelf.  This part has an average depth of about 430 feet and is covered with thick layers of sand, mud and rocks.  This is where you play in the water at the beach.
	
	


Our next stop is the continental slope which begins at the edge of the 

continental shelf and plunges down to depths of over two miles.  This area is also covered with thick layers of sand, mud and rocks.
As we continue across the ocean floor you will see a gently sloping area that connects the steep walls of the 

continental slop to the bottom of the ocean floor.  This is called the 

continental rise and it too, is covered with thick layers of sand, mud and rocks.
	
	


As we continue on, look at the flat area of the ocean floor called the abyssal plain.  It is covered with sand, mud and plant and animal remains.  Located on this flat plain are undersea mountains called seamounts that are formed by erupting volcanoes.
Our final stop are the ocean trenches that you now see.  They are very deep and similar to canyons on land.  The 

deepest ocean trench on Earth is located in the Pacific Ocean.  It is called the Marianas Trench and is 36, 198 feet deep.  The Grand Canyon which is the largest canyon on Earth is only 5,300 deep. WOW!
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